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OVID HAZEN WELLS RECREATION PARK MASTER PLAN

CHAPTER I- INTRODUCTION

A.  Purpose of Plan

This master plan is intended to provide a guide for the future development of recreation
facilities and the preservation of important natural areas within Ovid Hazen Wells
Recreational Park.

The plan is being developed to include analysis of the recreation needs of this portion of
the county and the assessment of the suitability of various portions of the park to
accommodate these facilities. It is intended to provide a coordinated approach to the
future development of Ovid Hazen Wells Park's recreation and open space areas.

B.  Master Plan Objectives

The plan is designed to meet the following objectives:

1.  To provide a concept for development that recognizes the nature of the
park; provides facilities that will meet the needs of area residents;
complements recreation facilities that will be provided by other parks in
the area; and protects and enbances the existing natural features of the
park.

2, To provide a greenway that will ultimately connect Ovid Hazen Wells
Park to Black Hill Regional Park, Little Bennett Regional Park, and
Damascus Recreational Park.

3. To adbere to the conditions set forth in the deed when the land was
donated to the Commission by Hallie Wells in March 1981,

C.  Location

Owvid Hazen Wells is a 290 acre recreational park located west of Ridge Road (Route 27)
in Clarksburg, Maryland. As shown on the vicinity map, the Park is directly accessible
from Skylark Road off Route 27. When developed, it will be one of the most important
recreational parks serving the northern portion of the County, particularly for residents
of Clarksburg and Damascus.

(1)
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D.  Acquisition

Ovid Hazen Wells Park was donated to the Commission by Hallie Wells in March 1981
with four conditions that must be adbered to during the preparation of the Master Plan.
The conditions imposed by the bequest are that the Commission:

1. Maintain the property for open space, parkland, and recreational purposes;
2. Erect a bronze entrance plaque with wording as specified in the deed;

3. By June 1, 1983, develop a portion of the property with recreation
facilities, such as picnic areas, athletic fields, multi-use courts, playgrounds,
etc.

4. Acquire the Hershell-Spillman Carousel and install it in a M-NCPPC Park
at such time as the park is serving sufficient numbers of park users to justify
the placement of a carousel on the property.

We complied with the third condition of the deed in 1983 by constructing a picnic area
amd playground off Skylark Road. A partial development plan for the portion of the
site along Skylark Road was previously endorsed by the adjacent Fountain View
Citizens Association and approved by the Park Commission. It proposes 2 soccer fields,
2 softball fields, 2 tennis courts, a multi-use court, 3 picnic shelters, play equipment, a
lake, a small parking lot, and a trail containing the Fountain View community with the
park.

E.  The Planning Process
The planning process for the Ovid Hazen Wells Master Plan began three years ago. A
letter was sent to citizens associations and nearby residents requesting input on the type

of development that should occur in the park. During the past two years, several
meetings have been beld with the Planning Department and the Community.

Natural Resources Plates were prepared for the Park designating streams, soils, steep
slopes and vegetation. (See Chapter 4)
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In preparing the plan for the park, it was necessary to consider its location and
relationship to recreation facilities that will be provided by other parks in the area.
Little Bennett Regional Park is located northwest of the park, Black Hill Regional Park
is to the southwest, and Damascus Recreational Park is east of the park. Recreation
facilities proposed for Ovid Hazen Wells take into account development proposals for
these parks to assure that there is no unnecessary duplication.

One of the goals of the adopted Clarksburg Master Plan is to connect these four large
parks with a greenway system that would enable a park user to reach any of them
through a well connected trail system. Proposals for the development of the Park and
the related Greenway System are included in the 1994 Clarksburg Master Plan.
Following an extensive planning process and public meeting the Ovid Hazen Wells
Master Plan received support from both the Northern Area Recreation Advisory Board
and the Upper County Advisory Board.

F.  Plan Recommendations

The following are the recommendations being made for the Ovid Hazen Wells Master
Plan:

1. Provide a greenway that will ultimately link Ovid Hazen Wells Park to
Little Bennett and Black Hill Regional Parks and Damascus Recreational
Park.

2. Provide an Active Recreation Area off Skylark Road that would include
soccer fields, softball fields, tennis courts, multi-use courts, playground, and
possibly a community center to benefit the surrounding community.

3. Include a Special Recreation Area in the Center of the Park that may
include a creative playground with family picnic area, miniature golf,
fishing and possibly a carousel.

4. Create a Passive Recreation Area in the eastern portion of the park, that

would provide opportunities for nature interpretation and trails and
consider utilizing the current historic buildings for enterprise activities.

(4



Preserve the Little Seneca Creek Stream Valley and other important
natural areas.

Develop a trail system with minimal disturbance to the natural
environment by using good conservation principles. The trail would
connect all facilities, and provide recreational opportunities for walkers,
bicyclists, bikers and equestrians where possible.

Use state of the art "Stormwater Management" techniques to prevent

degradation of the Little Seneca Creek Stream Valley from development
with the park as well as from private development within the watershed.

()
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CHAPTER II - THE PARK TODAY

A.  Current Land Uses and Existing Park Development

Owvid Hazen Wells Recreation Park is mostly farmland at the present time. Little Seneca
Creek and two lesser tributaries run through the land. Two bistoric homes are located
within park boundaries, the Oliver Watkins House and the Hallie Wells House.
Existing conditions will be discussed in more details in the body of the text.

The three picnic shelters, playground and gravel parking lot currently at the park were
constructed in the fall of 1983. No additional facilities have been constructed since that
time. The playground area is very small and not in good condition.

B.  Socie-Economic Data

Although a county-wide park, Ovid Hazen Wells Special Park will primarily serve the
residents of the Clarksburg Planning Area and the Damascus Forecast Area which bad
a combined estimated population in 1993 of 33,048 people. Population growth in the
combined area is estimated at 27,376 for 1995, 32,959 by the year 2000 (Round 5§
Intermediate Forecast). Significant growth is expected for the Clarksburg area which
will grow from 5,780 (included in 32,959 figure) in the year 2000 to 22,828 in the year
2010. The demographic breakdown of the area shows that the Clarksburg-Damascus
area has on a percentage basis more children under the age of 19 than the county as a
whole. Conversely, there are less people age 60+ in the area than the county as a whole.
A detailed chart in the appendix compares the 1993 estimated population for the
combined Clarksburg-Damascus area in the entire county.

The majority of residents in the area live in single family residences (90% for Damascus,
100% for Clarksburg). For Damascus, townhouses represent 7% and apartments only
represent 3% of all housing units available. The Fountain View subdivision of single
family bomes immediately abuts the park on the north. The 1994 Clarksburg Master
Plan proposes a new neighborhood just to the south. Newcut Road Neighborhood has
more than 4600 homes planned, a retail center, office uses and civic spaces.

(6)



The median bousebold income is almost $52,000 (851,870 for Damascus and $51,950 for
Clarksburg) which is moderately higher than the County's median of $46,745. Also,
residents tend to live in the same house for a long time (15.2 years for Clarksburg and
10.5 for Damascus).

Based upon the applicable census tracts, the Clarksburg-Damascus area is
overwhelmingly white (94.7). Blacks are the largest minority group with 3.3% of the
population followed by Asian at 1.4%. Residents of hispanic origin represent 1.8% of
the population (they are included in the other percentages as people of hispanic origin
can be of any race). A detailed chart regarding race and ethnic origin appears in the
appendix.

(7)
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CHAPTER III - THE PARK MASTER PLAN

A.  Park and Facility Needs in the Clarksburg-Damascus Area

The Clarksburg-Damascus area has a total of slightly more than 6,841 acres of parkland
available most of which is undeveloped. Residents currently have a total of 11
playgrounds, 8 softball fields, 1 baseball, 5 soccer fields, 6 tennis courts, and 5.5
basketball courts. However, these recreation facilities are not sufficient to meet the local
and county-wide needs of current's future area residents.

Although future local recreation needs for Clarksburg and Damascus will be met in part
by new local parks, the Park, Recreation and Open Space (PROS) Master Plan also
identified county wide facility needs. The plan projected year 2000 regional and
recreational park needs of 13 additional tennis courts, 15 ballfields, 200 picnic tables,
and three large playground areas. These needs are for the entire county and will be met
by development of various parks throughout the county including Ovid Hazen Wells.
The PROS Plan update year 2010 local estimates needs for the Clarksburg Damascus
area are 3 tennis courts, 4 playgrounds, 6 basketball courts, and 6 ballfields. The new
recreational facilities in Ovid Hazen Wells Park will belp in meeting both the local and
county-wide needs.

B.  Concept Development Plan

Owid Hazen Wells Recreation Park will serve as a prime source of active, passive, and
special recreation facilities for the north central region of Montgomery County. As such,
it is very important that conservation and recreational functions mesh well to serve as
an example of sustainable development in the natural environment.

The existing topography forms three plateaus, one along Skylark Road, one in the center
of the park, and one in the east with access from MD Route 27. The preliminary concept
plan utilizes these three plateaus as a basis for the development concepts. A greenway
and trail system will link the park to other parks in the area.

(8)
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Greenway Network

One of the most important aspects of the Master Plan is the proposed .85 mile
greenway passing through Ovid Hazen Wells Recreational Park. As proposed in
the 1994 Clarksburg Master Plan, this greenway will link Black Hill and Little
Bennett Regional Parks and Damascus Recreational Park.

A.  Nature and Character of the Greenway as it Traverses Quid Hazen Wells
Recreational Park

As the greenway enters Ovid Hazen Wells Recreational Park at Skylark
Road, the user will experience one of the most attractive portions of the
entire park. Up on the bill there is the old Wells Farmstead, which is a
well preserved historic area with a large victorian house, and barns.
There is a lovely fishing pond and one of the oldest tree stands in the park.
The greenway will wind through existing hardwood forests along portions
of the Seneca stream with interesting vistas into the park.

The greenway through the park, as proposed in the Clarksburg Master
Plan, is 0.85 miles long and approximately 300 feet in width. Traversing
the greenway is a proposed equestrian trail, and a proposed hiker-biker
path, which will include resting and overlook areas with benches and
other amenities if possible. A portion of the greenway is open space with
an excellent view of the bistoric Oliver Watkins Farmstead at the eastern
edge of the park. The layout of the greenway path allows the visitor to
have easy access to a proposed visitors center and gift shop and other
facilities in the park.

The greenway continues to wind through open space and woodland
existing at the northeastern corner of the park. Portions of the greenway
that is now open will be creatively landscaped with a combination of
native shade trees, evergreen, and flowering trees.

(10)
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Little Seneca Creek Greenway -

This proposed greenway is recommended to connect Ovid Hazen Wells
with Black Hill and Little Bennett Regional Parks. The greenway will
enter the park from Skylark Road, and will be adjacent to the proposed
arterial A-302. The exact determination of the point of entry and the
crossing of Skylark Road will be determined in the future as the road
alignment becomes better defined and the Newcut Neighborbood is better
defined during the subdivision process.

As proposed in the Clarksburg Master Plan, it is estimated that this
greenway will be approximately 600 feet in width (except where it goes
through the Germantown Center, and will be traversed by a biker biker
trail. Approximately 280 acres are recommended for acquisition in the
Little Seneca Creek Basis which will be predominately obtained through
dedication.

Owid Hazen Wells Greenway -

This greenway is recommended to connect the eastern portion of Ovid
Hazen Wells Recreational Park with the western portion of Damascus
Recreational Park. This greenway crosses Route 27, and the future
determination of the safest way to get across this major road may require
an adjustment in the location of the greenway. At the present time much
of the area along Route 27 has already been developed. The greenway
route shown on the map, traverses the area of least development. It is
proposed to be 300 feet in width and require approximately 30 acres of new
park acquisition.

Approximately 30 acres of new parkland is recommended for acquisition.

(12)



2. Active Recregtion Area

After studying the natural resource plates for the park, it is recommended that active
recreation areas be retained in the plateau that is along Skylark Road where park
development currently exists, and future sewer is envisioned. A natural buffer would be
provided to the north and east of this active recreation area. The active recreation area
would consist of the following facilities which are shown on Enlargement A.

a.  Ballfields

There is a great need for ballfields to meet the growing population in this area.
The plan includes a total of 5 athletic fields. Currently, it is envisioned that 3 of
the fields will be designed for soccer play and two for softball. The Plan bas built
in the flexibility to alter the type of field if the sport needs change. At the time of
construction the Recreation Department and other field users will be consulted.
It may be determined that a better field mix would be two soccer, two softball,
and one baseball field. The plan would be altered to accommodate this layout.

The number of fields proposed for the Park take into account that 4 fields are
proposed for the Little Bennett day use area and 4 or 5 fields for the proposed
Ridge Road Recreational Park in Germantown.

b.  Playground Equipment

Because of the large number of young families in the area, one of the proposed
major attractions of the park will be the children's playground. This playground
will be designed to meet the needs of varying age groups of children.

c.  Picnic Area

A picnic area adjacent to the playground is proposed utilizing the existing shelters
and adding picnic tables where families can enjoy the Park.

d.  Paved Court Area

Two tennis courts with backboards and a separate tennis practice wall, and two
regulation sized basketball courts are proposed. These courts are centrally located

so that they are easily accessible from the picnic area and the possible future
recreation center.

(13)
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e.  Hiker-Biker Trails

One of the most popular forms of exercise is walking. The plan includes a very
functional and comprebensive trail system linking all the facilities so that the
park visitor can easily walk from one activity to another. The trail will also
connect the other recreation areas of the park to this one, and tie into the
surrounding neighborboods.

f. Community Recreation Center

The Clarksburg Master Plan includes a recommendation that a community
recreation center be considered for Ovid Hazen Wells Park. Conversations with
the Recreation Department confirmed a need for a community recreation center
in this area of the County. At the Recreation Department's request, we have
reserved a site for this potential facility in the Park. Final decisions on the facility
location would be determined by a site selection study which would be
undertaken when it is placed into the Capital Improvements Program.

& Pk | Circulati

A series of small centrally located parking lots will allow users easy access to all
recreation space. Berming and landscaping will be maximized to enable the park
to retain a natural look.

h.  Stormwater Management

State of the art stormwater management facilities will be included in the park to
assure adequate protection of the Little Seneca Creek Stream Valley. The
required stormwater management pond is envisioned as a wet pond, if feasible,
to provide additional recreation, such as fishing. Stormwater best management
practices will also be used as required along all trails and recreation facilities.

i. Landscaping and Reforestation

In addition to the recreational facilities, extensive landscaping and reforestation
is proposed. Reforestation will occur on the perimeter of the park and between
the three park development areas. A forest conservation plan will be developed
for this park as required by Federal, State and Local Development Regulations.

(15)



3. Special Recreation Area

A special recreation area, which will provide unique recreation opportunities, is
proposed for the plateau that is located in the center of the property. Vebicular access
is envisioned as coming from MD Route 27, and sewer would be available to the western
portion of the area. The special recreation area is proposed to be completely surrounded
by a conservation and reforestation buffer area. The area may include the following
facilities. (See Enlargement B)

4  Hanitls Disaie A

The Damascus area currently does not have any large picnicking facilities similar
to those at Wheaton Regional where families picnic and also bave access to a
variety of facilities. There is a family picnic area proposed at Ovid Hazen Wells
Park with shelters, restrooms, and grill stations. These facilities are located in
close proximity to the playgrounds and are all linked by the trail system. It is
anticipated that some of the shelters would be made available for fee reservations
by groups, such as the larger shelters at Black Hill Regional Park.

b.  Carousel

A main attraction of the special recreation area would be a carousel. This future
attraction is required by the deed. The original condition imposed by the bequest
requires that the Hershell-Spillman Carousel, presently installed at Wheaton
Regional Park, be relocated to Ovid Hazen Wells Park once the park is serving
sufficient numbers of users to justify the placement of a carousel on the property.
The cost and difficulty of relocating the carousel would be substantial. Although
it would be more economically feasible to purchase another similar carousel and
have it installed at Ovid Hazen Wells Park, this may not be possible as it may
not comply with the terms of the deed.

c.  Adventure Playground

To supplement the carousel, the plan proposes an adventure playground similar
to the ones at Wheaton and Cabin Jobn Regional Parks. This facility will
accommodate children of every age group and will include activities that are
accessible for physically challenged children. Construction could be phased to
initially build one playground and then proceed with additions as the need arises.
One of the play areas would be specifically designed for very small children
where they can play with each other on equipment sized to their needs and
abilities.

(16)



